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duct. Wolsey resolved to attempt to improve the
condition of the Church. He ordered an investiga-
tion and, as a result, diverted the revenues of some of
the smaller monasteries to more useful purposes,
founding, for example, his Cardinal's College at
Oxford largely from the moneys thus obtained
Even his desire for the Papacy may be partially
attributed to his wish to use the immense power,
which still belonged to the Pope, for the purification
of the Church. But his reforms were ineffective and
his fall cut short his work. The result of his labours
was but slight, and possibly only led to increased
attention being paid to the existing abuses and so to
the hastening on of the Reformation.

Meanwhile the class to which the " new religion '1
more especially appealed had been growing in
strength and, despite the existence of much distress,
the general condition of the people continued to
improve. The period was one of an agrarian revolu-
tion. England was gradually abandoning tillage in
favour of the more lucrative employment of sheep
fanning. And this change naturally involved much
immediate misery; for the care of the large flocks
could be undertaken by one or two men, where
formerly many had been required to plough and sow
and reap. In addition, the fierce competition, which
thus arose, was intensified by the immigration of
numbers of aliens, who were so hated that many riots
resulted in various parts of the country. And the
distress was not confined to the rural districts. The
older towns suffered from the rise of new centres of
industry ; villages, like Birmingham, began to grow